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Victim of Interstate 70 
shooting on Sunday dies

ST. LOUIS — A car passen-
ger who was shot on Inter-
state 70 in St. Louis has died, 
days after the shooting.

The St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
reports that 26-year-old Ken-
neth Woods-Bey of Maryland 
Heights was riding in a car 
with three others about 4 a.m. 
Sunday. Someone pulled 
alongside and began shooting.

Woods-Bey was critically 
injured and died Wednesday 
at a hospital. He had been 
shot in the head.

The other passengers, all in 
their 20s, were not hurt.

Police have no description 
of the shooter or shooters.

Children of woman 
killed in explosion sue 

ST. LOUIS — The children 
of a woman who was among 
four people killed when a 
steam-filled tank weighing 
nearly 2,000 pounds exploded 
at a St. Louis box plant and 
flew onto a building are suing 
the plant.

Online court records show 
that Tonya Gonzalez’s chil-
dren, Nathan and Nicole 
Favignano, filed the wrong-
ful-death lawsuit last week 
in St. Louis Circuit Court 
against Loy-Lange Box Co. 
and five other companies.

The April 3 explosion inside 
the Loy-Lange plant killed a 
worker there. 

The tank then flew into 
nearby Faultless Healthcare 
Linen, killing Christopher 
Watkins, Tonya Gonzalez-Su-
arez and Clifford Lee.

Watkins’ father and sister, 
as well as seven Lee siblings 
and one of his brothers, 
already are separately suing 
Loy-Lange over the blast.

Loy-Lange declined to pub-
licly comment Thursday.

Prison staff member 
hospitalized after attack

BOWLING GREEN — 
Authorities say a staff mem-
ber at a Missouri prison has 
been hospitalized after an 
inmate assaulted her with a 
homemade weapon.

Missouri Department 

of Corrections spokesman 
David Owen said in an email 
that the assault happened 
Wednesday at the Northeast 
Correctional Center for male 
offenders in Bowling Green, 
about 70 miles northwest of 
St. Louis. 

The email said the employ-
ee is alert and stable.

The email said that violence 
against staff or offenders is 
“taken seriously” and that 
offenders were restricted to 
their cells as part of a lock-
down.

Owen said no additional 
details could be provided 
about the attack because it is 
the focus of an ongoing inves-
tigation. Missouri Corrections 
Officers Association director 
Gary Gross said the employee 
is a woman and was stabbed.

NAACP issues travel 
warning for Missouri

JEFFERSON CITY — The 
NAACP is moving forward 
with a travel advisory warn-
ing people to be careful while 
in Missouri because of a dan-
ger that civil rights won’t be 
respected.

Missouri NAACP President 
Rod Chapel said Thursday 
that national delegates voted 
the day before to adopt the 
advisory, which was put in 
place at a statewide level in 
June. Chapel said it’s up for 
ratification by the national 
board in October.

It cites legislation signed by 
Gov. Eric Greitens that will 
make it more difficult to sue 
for housing or employment 
discrimination.

The advisory also cites 
other issues, including a 
recent attorney general’s 
report that shows black Mis-
souri drivers last year were 
75 percent more likely to be 
stopped than whites.

Chapel says he hopes recog-
nition from the national orga-
nization will boost awareness.

— The Associated Press

Tanker left dangling from interstate overpass
The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — An empty 
tanker truck was left dan-
gling from its back wheels 
with the cab resting on the 
road below when it crashed 
and rolled over the edge of an 

interstate overpass in down-
town St. Louis.

Missouri State Highway 
Patrol Cpl. Justin Wheatley 
said the driver lost control on 
a wet road just after 7 a.m. 
Thursday, began to jackknife 
and struck a passenger vehi-

cle before swerving off the 
side of Interstate 44. 

Wheatley said the driver of 
the tanker was treated at the 
scene. The driver of the pas-
senger vehicle was taken to a 
hospital with minor injuries.

KMOV-TV VIA THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Emergency responders work to lower a truck to the ground Thursday in downtown St. Louis. 
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Floods hit K.C. after heavy rain 
The Associated Press

KANSAS CITY — Storms 
that pummeled the Kansas 
City area with several inches 
of rain closed roads and led 
to water rescues, including 
two people who were trapped 
Thursday by floodwaters that 
inundated their restaurant.

National Weather Service 
meteorologist Chris Bowman 
said widespread flooding was 
reported after 4 to 7 inches 
fell over a few hours starting 
late Wednesday in east-cen-
tral Kansas and west-central 
Missouri.

Kansas City Fire Chief 
Paul Berardi urged motorists 
in a tweet not to drive into 
high water, saying his depart-
ment was responding to calls 
seeking assistance in areas of 
flash flooding.

In south Kansas City, Chris 
Darby and his business part-
ner had scrambled to their 
Coach’s Bar & Grill early 
Thursday to check for possi-
ble flooding and save paper-
work when Indian Creek 

floodwaters inundated the 
restaurant, trapping them.

The two sought higher 
ground on the bar and later 
on equipment before ultimate-
ly being rescued by firefight-
ers — only after Darby says 
he began sending out goodbye 
texts to his family.

In Kansas, a stretch of 

Interstate 35 was closed 
Thursday. The Missouri 
Department of Transporta-
tion said stretches of Missou-
ri 2 and 23 in Johnson County 
and Missouri 79 in Pike Coun-
ty were closed.

Several flood warnings also 
had been issued for rivers 
and streams downstream.

FROM OUR READERS

COURTESY OF THE COLUMBIA AREA CAREER CENTER

Volunteers Audrey Wooden and Joe Dye, foreground, and ranch owner Lonnie Bailey and volunteer Leo Elsassee, background, set a corner 
post together on Bailey’s ranch on June 28 in Gate, Oklahoma. The Columbia Public Schools’ Career Center Future Farmers of America 
chapter traveled 520 miles to Oklahoma in June to help rebuild farming communities devastated by wildfires last spring. 

TAMMY LJUNGBLAD/Kansas City Star via AP

Firefighters set up a staging area as the Indian Creek waters crash into 
the George Satterlee Bridge on Thursday in Kansas City. 


